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 MUSIC AT KOHL MANSION CLOSES SEASON 
with the ROSSETTI STRING QUARTET  

Sunday, April 22, 2012 at 7 pm 
Local boy makes good: Rossetti cellist Eric Gaenslen,  

born and raised in Burlingame returns to Music at Kohl.  

BURLINGAME, CA - April 16, 2012 -  Music at Kohl Mansion's 29th season closes with the return 
to Kohl Mansion of local favorite, the Rossetti String Quartet on Sunday, April 22, 2012 at 7 pm 
at the historic Kohl Mansion, located at 2750 Adeline Drive, Burlingame. The quartet will perform a 
program of string quartets by Beethoven, Mozart and Shostakovich. Tickets are $45 ($42 Senior / 
$15 <30 yrs) and include a pre-concert talk at 6 pm by popular resident musicologist Kai 
Christiansen and a post-concert buffet reception with the musicians. Parking is free and Kohl 
Mansion is wheelchair accessible. Information and tickets are available online at 
www.musicatkohl.org or by phone at 650.762.1130. 
 
On the program are Mozart's String Quartet in C major, K. 465, "Dissonance", Shostakovich's 
String Quartet No. 7 in F-sharp minor, Op. 108 and Beethoven's String Quartet in E-flat major, 
Op. 74, "Harp". The Rossetti String Quartet is: Henry Gronnier and Sara Parkins, violins; 
Thomas Diener, viola; and Eric Gaenslen, cello.  
 
As part of its activities in residence with Music at Kohl Mansion, the Rossetti String Quartet will offer 
a sneak preview and "Musical Conversation" at the Peninsula Jewish Community Center in Foster 
City on Saturday, April 21 at 8 PM. Tickets and information are available by contacting the PJCC by 
phone at 650. 378.2751 or email arts@pjcc.org. The 60-minute presentation, part of the PJCC's Up 
Close arts series, will offer brief program excerpts and introductions, followed by a reception with 
the artists. 
 
Of special note in this closing concert of the Kohl season is the Rossetti String Quartet's cellist, Eric 
Gaenslen. A local hero returning home to perform in the community where it all began, Mr. 
Gaenslen, who joined the quartet in 1999, is a native of Burlingame, where he attended Lincoln 
Elementary School, Burlingame Intermediate School and Mills High School, beginning cello studies 
while still in the first grade. At the age of seven, Mr. Gaenslen became a student of master 
pedagogue Irene Sharp. He received his Bachelor of Music degree from Yale University and his 
Master of Music degree from The Juilliard School. His teachers include Joel Krosnick, Robert Mann, 
Aldo Parisot, and William Pleeth, in addition to Irene Sharp.  

 
More about the Rossetti String Quartet 
   
Praised as a "vital force among chamber music ensembles," the Rossetti String Quartet is 
renowned for its highly sophisticated, sensual sound and extensive range of colors. The Quartet's 
compelling stage presence and fresh, innovative style has won its members a devoted following 
throughout the United States and Europe. 



   
Highlights from recent seasons include San Francisco Performances, Lincoln Center's Mostly 
Mozart Festival, the Music Guild of Los Angeles, and an appearance at New York City's 92nd Street 
Y with soprano Juliane Banse. The quartet has performed at Carnegie Hall's Zankel Hall, the 
University Musical Society in Ann Arbor, and with the El Paso Symphony lead by Sarah Ioannides. 
Active guests on the summer festival circuit, the Rossetti Quartet has appeared at Brevard, 
Caramoor, Festival del Sole in Napa Valley, the Bravo! Vail Valley Music Festival, the Lucerne 
Festival, and Maverick Concerts. Internationally, they have toured in the Netherlands with pianist 
Jean-Yves Thibaudet, and appeared at numerous festivals, including the San Miguel de Allende 
Chamber Music Festival in Mexico, Saint Riquier in France, and Spoleto Festival in Italy.  
   
Individual artists with whom the quartet has collaborated include Mr. Thibaudet, flutist Paula 
Robison, flutist Eugenia Zukerman, guitarist Pepe Romero, and harpist Yolanda Kondonassis, with 
whom they have toured to Arizona Friends of Chamber Music, the Orange County Center for the 
Performing Arts, the Wisconsin Union Theater, People's Symphony in New York and the 
Community Library Friends of the Arts in Shirley, NY. In addition to the group's former residency at 
the Carlsen Center in Overland Park, Kansas, the Rossetti String Quartet has served as Artists-in-
Residence at Caramoor and at the Ventura Chamber Music Festival. 
   
Co-founded in 1996 by violinist Henry Gronnier and violist Thomas Diener, the Rossetti String 
Quartet is named after 19th century Pre-Raphaelite painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti, whose artistic 
ideals about the use of color, poetry, and naturalism are embodied in the Quartet's musicianship. 
The aesthetic depth and insight each brings to the group helps create the intimate, provocative 
atmosphere that has become the Rossetti trademark. 

 

  More about Music at Kohl Mansion  
  
Located just 15 miles south of San Francisco, Music at Kohl's Chamber Music Series has been a 
favorite of music lovers from as far away as San Jose, Marin County and East Bay communities for 
over a quarter-century. Housed in a beautiful 1912 Tudor-style estate in Burlingame, Music at Kohl 
has earned a solid reputation among musicians as a favorite place to perform, both for its splendid 
acoustics and warm, enthusiastic audiences.   
  
Since 1993, Music at Kohl has reached out to provide quality music education programs in local 
schools. Family and Children's Concerts have also become an integral part of Music at Kohl, 
integrating a consistently outstanding series of artists and repertoire for audiences of all ages. 
Programs are made possible by generous contributions from individuals, business and foundations. 
Major in-kind support is provided by the San Mateo Daily Journal. The San Francisco Airport 
Marriott Waterfront is the Official Hotel of Music at Kohl Mansion. 
  
Instruments for School Children: For the sixth consecutive season, Music at Kohl Mansion is 
partnering with Bay Area nonprofit Music in Schools Today (MUST) to place donated instruments in 
the hands of public school children. Members of the audience are invited to help tomorrow's artists 
today, by donating or pledging musical instruments they no longer use. Instruments will be collected 
at all concerts this season. The value of donated instruments is tax-deductible. Learn more at 
www.mustcreate.org.   
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  More information: www.musicatkohl.org or 650.762.1130.  
High resolution photos: www.musicatkohl.org/press and 
http://www.colbertartists.com/images/artists/RSQBarbraPorter1.JPG.   
All programs, artists and repertoire are subject to change. 
For Press Tickets: publicity@musicatkohl.org or 650.762.1130. 

  

 


